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Which ariſes from the Cuſtoms and Ex- 
iſe, is of a very ive, complex, and 
intricate Nature, capable Way; reat Improvement, as 
well as ee to variety of 94 Ä and Frauds ; a 

wi ſtration of it is as important a Ser- 
vice as can be done to the Government and Na- 


5 3 this Truſt are, in general, as. little 
= with the ſeveral Branches of Trade 


5 Mlanufactures, of which it is compoſed, with the - 


Duties ariſing therefrom, and the Laws 

5 _ gulations to which it is ſubject, as they evid 
5 dre with any proper Scheme either for improving 
= | :tecting Frauds ſo univerſally com- 
ha mited in it. in a great Degree muſt ac- 
| count for the little Increaſe of the Revenue, in 
- = oportion to the growing and extenſive Trade 
| of the Nation, and for the frequent re 
geous Law: ſuits the Crown has been involved i in; 
2 For che Inefficacy and Miſcarriage of its beſt con- 
| ures, and the ruinous * the 
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duct of many ap Fan Ir bins Le 3 on „ f 
in for the Execution of that high Truſt, if 
but one of the Seven Gentlemen, who are in the 2 


This is rnd. a Qualification 70 all WO. 
- the other Parts; the labouring Oar is laid there- 
' fore on that Genta, and He is made the act- 
ing Perſon for the whole. This was the Caſe of 
the late Mr. Harriſon and is at preſent of Mr. _ 
© Grey. The Inſtitution of five Surveyor Generals 

under them, was a moſt uſeful Regulation and 
'Pefign'; but to be qualified for that Service, it is 
neceffary, that they be Men of as great Alertneſs, 
Experience, and Sagacity, in every Branch of the 
Revenue, as of Probity in the Execution of it: 
And this will fully appear in the ſhort Narrative 
of ſome late Tranſactions, winch 1 ſhall now 170 
: ceed to lay open. 
The Detection made of: great F as lately. 15 
committed in the Revenue at Wexford has, I be- 
„ebe, been the Subject of much Talk and Spe- 
culation throughout the Kingdom; though how 
it was effected, and the Succeſs and Propriety of 
the Scheme projecded for the univerſal Detection 
and Prevention of Frauds in the Revenue of r- 
land, laid before the Commiſſioners, have been 
but little known or underſtood. As I am there- 
fore perfectly acquainted with that whole Affair, 
(which ſeems to me to be of Importance enough' 
to deferve the Attention of the Public) I ſhall be 
exact in the mater rial Circumſtances thereof, and 
as concife as I can, with the utmoſt Regard to 
Truth through the Whole Relation. ＋*Vù̃ 
The principal Author of that Diſcovery was an 
Heearth Collector, WhO for A. Years had been 
| ; conver- | 


Fg 


TR 


£24 


ap of the Nature of the Wexford Trade. ' This : 


E tecting theſe F — and providing a Rene > al 


general Knowledge, and the conſtant Com 
of the bur ToideeninC-che City of Dublin. f 1 
ing themſelves unable to carry qñ Buſineſs, — 1 
| Advantage, in the uſual. Channels; the lags 
— of Wine, Spirits, and other Goods 1 
Kent thither Coaſtways and by Land Permit from 
Forts in ſeveral. Parts of the Kingdom, when. it 9 „ 
ed in the Sur pon 251 thence. reſhipped for © 1 
Dublin, or ſent there by Land Carriage (which k 
would amount to ſix or eight per Cent, of the yar: 
lue) and be ſold cheaper than Goods directly in- 

ee thither, from foreign Markets ; pu pu _—_ 
Perſons: concerned in this Trade thould -_> 
rich) and extend their Commerce every Tear, 
were plain and rational Grounds of Preſumptiog _ 
to him, that thoſe Goods could not have paid 
the Duties, and conſequently that an illicit Trade „ Bo. 
was carrying on through the Nation. Under thele 8 

_ Convictions, ſtrengthened by Informations, which  _ 8 
he had induſtriouſly, and not without Expence,  . 
procured, whereby he diſcovered; the artful Me. 
- thods practiſed for diſpoſing of theſe Goods, he 
= himſelf covrds out ſome ſure, 
eaſy, expeditious, and general Method for de? _ 


— ——— — — 


* 


r 
— 


1 to ſo miſchievous and ſpreading an Evi ; 1 
The Nature of the Scheme * he formed. 

Age which appears to have been very well calcu- _ -* 

lated for anſwering theſe . Purpoſes, will eaſily be 

obſerved and collected by the Reader as he mw _ 

on. Having firſt. tranſctibed from the Regiſt 2 

of the Cuſtom-Houſe of Wexfard- an exact L. 

8 veral Permits and- their Loden 9 


+ 


- 


+ 


Arſt of Auguſt 1743, went to Dublin Waite 

the Co , Mr. Gr, and hav- 
his Deſign, he prayed that 
the Board would be pleaſed, with the Diſpatch 
and Sec eee into Con- 
ſideration a * which N. planned: ws the , 
Detection 


y to kr before them | 
for their rh 


eee it to Relags and Nr. Lil for thiie - 
Opinion, who were appointed to examine into the 
atter, and report thereon, which they did in 
- favour of the Scheme, without any Alterations 
and Mr. Grey thereon for the faithful 
Execution of it; on which the ſeveral cireular 
Letters mentioned to have been made out by the 
Hearth Collector, were delivered up to Mr. Grey 
to be forwarded accordingly. . „„ CET, 

Of theſe L - one Was for Wexford, requir- 
"bug the Colle; 7 2 _ 3 
_ Officers on Receipt 
mage all the St 


F STD . 


Naa, (which P aces were in 
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! 


: _— ective ae for A RY 


what were g 
5 Diviſion; and where Variation or Exceſs appeat- 
= 2 hey were directed to ſecurt the Permits, 2 d 


. 
Letters alſo to all the other. Collectors of 
Sar hong wee to be fee, requiring them, by. 


. for. each Officer's reſpective 


t, to remit to the Board an exact 
of all Permits granted by them for foreign 
| ts and Wine for py before 
other circular Letters to the inland ollectors 
: them to return immediaj 
- Permits ſubſiſting for that Space | 
| their reſpective Diviſions z ff 
- Permits ſubliſting,. with thoſe- grante 
2 at the Sea-Ports, whatever Dil er ap- 
— throughout the Kingdom, muſt be a 
2 and was conſequently hereby a 
* where more Permits had 2 
— rts,. than were „ the 
appear on a Compare with the Impo | 
| were quarterly returned to the Boarc ; 
2 bein ned at the ſame Time to the 
| efs of his Project in 2, 
in an illicit Trade maſt 'by C 


gt 


_ ſudden and univerſal a Rummage be 1 


ined, with- 


> FL. 3 


be run there; but on the Hearth- Collector's at- 


turned from Wexford, re infectd, having done no- 


thing more than ſhewn themſelves there. I muſt 


85 went up 5 ont u c Affe ir, 8 or ap me 5 a 
Tide-waiters had been turned out at 5 fx pat . 
Corruption. One of theſe made a Diſcovery to 


the Commiſſioners of the Frauds he Hd his”. 
Yociates had conſented to be carried on there. 
this Mr. Grey acquainted the Hearth-Colletor ST 
and told him at the fame Time, that he had ſent 
down two Officers to Wexford with Orders to 


ſeize the Goods, that thoſe Men had permitted: to 


tending the 9 Commiſſioner next Morning, he 
was acquainted by him, that the Officers were re- 


here obſerve, that on this Diſcovery of the Tide- 


Waiter's 5 tis confeſſed did not; and, it Wil! 
appear hereafter on the Trial, could not poſſiblỹß 
take Effect, or be of any poſitive Service in the 


Condemnation of the Goods ſeized thereby) the 
FHearth- Collector ſeems now. to be excluded from 
the Benefit the Informer is intitled to by Law.” 

In proſecution of his Plan, the Hearth- 


Ford, to be aſſiſting to the Surveyor General and 


fuch other Officers as were appointed to be there the 
Monday following; where accordingly a Seizure : , 
was made of Wine and Spirits to the Amount of 


about 4000 J. in Value. The fame Day (being 


. the Pay on which the Scheme was to have taken 
general Efect) the Hearth- Collector by Informa- 


tion to the. Surveyor General cauſed another Sei- 


ure of Wine and Spirits to be made with forged 


Permits,' in a Part of Ni cklow Si „Which, 


though he made no doubt the Officers of that 

Diſtricd would have executed, in Obedience to the 

Letters, Which * conchded were forwarded Pur? 
ſuant 


* 


Y Fo 
leftor was directed to return immediately to Wer- 


yor General to ſend: m_ = 
were en without be⸗- 9 — 
ing c but the greater Part "of thole-ſeizedt = 
in e e claimed by the Merchants there,... 
_anda Day was accordingly fixed for the Trial. . _— 
When the Hurry of this Seizure ner ce + 3-9 
3 had reached the Hearth - Colllector of 
the further Succeſs of his Scheme in oolivy: | 


> 


—_— = — — —„— oe eb, \ 
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he undertook another Journey to Dublin, and _— 


waited. on Mr. Grey the Commiſſioner. He in- © - 


_ FR 


— — 
— 


2 
_—_ _ 


deed very frankly that his Time ang 2 1 


8 


Thoughts were otherwiſe ſo engrofſed, che it r 
ver once came into his Head to forward the Let 
S 1 


but he deſired the Hearch- Collector to go then ino _ 


the Secretary's Office; and give ſuch Orders chere 

as he thought neceſſary. The Hearth-Colledtor _—_—_ 
could only humbly remonſtrate to Mr. Grey the 1 
little Probability there was then of his Scheme - 
meeting with the general Succeſs which he exp tt... 
ed, fince it might reaſonably be apprehended, — 
from the Rumour that had of GUN — 1 
and communicated by the Merchants, of thols ' 08 


few Caſks being ſeized with counterfeit Permits inn | 
the County of Wicklow, every Perſon con ä 
and intereſted in Frauds of that Nature, Wade 1 
take the Alarm, and muſt by that Time have ſe: ũ ³ 8 
creted whatever was liable to Seizure; and this ] 
was the more probable, ſince three Weeks or a 1 
Month had then intervened: But, however, to 


comply with the Commiſſioner,” and to make tie 3 
beſt of what could be done in ſuch Circumſtances  _ 
he wrote Letters to a few neighbouring Counties, 8 „ 4 [ 
855 which about fifty forges Permits ſent fem 
Wenxford, 


* £ 
— 
0 
* * 


\'to 400 Gallons ent 


àE‚, — nothing; occurred to him to add to what 
= de had already laid before Commiſſioner Grey, yet 
upon being let into their 3 and Method of 
|,  Profecution (which as a the had a _ 
fei was” i told them, that 
may Things either as to the Method or in the 
= .. Courſe of the Trial might ariſe, which would en- 
Able him to give them further Light and Aſſiſt- 
ane; but this, with an Air of Reſentment (pe- 
e 3 Baſhaws of the Revenue). was 


4 . 2 for the ee in che ! Fulnefs f 
= thei own Sufficiency, thus proceeded, and con- 
ductec 1 Bar the Merchants con- 


Proprietce ) were lumped n 
„ — The Tide-waiters (who before 
were mentioned to have been broke) were brought 
do prove, that from Time to Time they had con- 
ſentecd to the Running from 20, to 60 and 70 
Pieces, and Hogſheads of Spirits and Wine out 
of a Ship's Cargo, for which they received a 
Premium in Proportion to the Quantity and Qua- 

Me: ry of the Goods: But as they could not make 
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d 1 6 ? * 
* od - 
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#, 3 — 
4 * 
1 * 
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* 
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Were the Whole, or any Part of 
Premium for ſuch Service 


 fince the Goods were ge IR 
4 aſters of Ships who. rewarded th Mi 
; e . 
Gaugers were A to 3 
Sol Permits (mentioned be Mg 
© to be dere of. by the 
Factors, and that thoſe Permits . were. the Hand- 
Writing of the Defendants or their Clerks ; but nei 55 
ther was this elearly made appear. U N- 
deavoured to make out, that the Gods under Sei- 
zure were in Exceſs of that is, were more 
clan the, Merchants had a Rig 70 by the Books 
| | in thei Cuſtom-Houſe, and that the : 
leis the e Method, and the main F 
that ſhould have been fixed and levelled at, vet herein 
the Managers for the Crown were ſo ſuperficial, and 
| ſuffered: themſelves to be ſo groſiy impoſed. on, that 
the Merchants made it appear they . Right - 
(according to the Entries in the Book the 
as ſtated from) to a Quantity equal to that 
1 pute, wherefore upon the Iſſue of the Whole 5 
Commiſſionere acquitted the Goods. 
e er ee e m a rer Jugg- 
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ws pine 5 466 1 
10 1 18 5 5 'of _ 


Wine each, ey Fg in 1 
1A computed Stock of the Spirits only - 
id this Occaſioned by a Diſcovery of forme Frauds 
then cornimitted) was taken in that Year; and though | 
t that time one or two of the prinei! eee, 5 
had from 40 to 50 Hogſheads of Wine in their Cel- - 
lars, and no more, yet even the whole thereof was 
abſolutely: in Exceſs by the Regiſter and Entries 
and fo likewiſe was every Gallon of Spirits they had. 
Several; Permits or occaſionally” ſent” b 
Rehe Goods der Seizure; though whether che 
whole; or any Parcel of theſe Goods were atually 
ever ſent by Virtue: thereof, was not attempted to 
proved, nor indeed inquired into; and the fla = 
x Abſurdity of ſuch a Trade being capable of be- 
g carried on by a Land Carriage, at an Expence 
of 8 or 10 per Cent. of the Value, which could 
more commodiouſiy be done by Water, at one | 
Cent. without actual * Commiſſion of Frauds, wits.” 
alfo- unnoticed” by them. Permits moreover for 
Wine and Spirits, retended to be remitted from 
back to Wen ford, were accepted as Vouchers, 
ut obſerving that the original Permits, which 
ed theſe Goods to Roſs | m Mexford, were 
Fraudulent and illicit. Had theſe Matters been 
enquired into and diſcuſſed (and it is hard 
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*y w 2 fach Cone Articles co Wee 


the molt Pare de be in Exceſs of; Stock, « 


"Gb, . ee in their own eh 


hers a Pn ok 2 e ok bu E 


and. received. thoſe .run Goods (legall raul demed th 
by having forged Permits r He age ng | 
them ya fubject £00 ie Fine; for by the Alt 
wn ES * the. alue,. which 1 

Th Stock of the ſame, could haye 
tain 


Upon a Review of this grofs Miſcondutt of the 
M nagers, every i Perſon will admit, the 
Hearth- Collector, boch as an Officer i in the Reyenue, 
and. intereſted, as principal Informer, in the Seizure, 
Wag fuffciently warranted to reſeize the Goods in his 

own Name, and nh 0 to anew Trial. Theſe 
his Pretenſions Td eſigns he accordingly made 
known to the Managers and Commiſſioners z. but 
excuſed himſelf from laying before them the new 
Matter on which he founded this freſh Claim, and 
the Method of Proſecution, which under his wel 
Direction, he doubted not would be effectual to 
Condemnation of the Goods. And to this ind 


he was prompted as well by a prudential „ 5 


which their mer bad Condt had made neceſ- 
ſary, as to prevent his Motives and Intentions from 


being made public, and thereby defeated, and like- 


wiſe, in a great Meaſure, to ſecure his on Claim, and 
ward againſt the Poſſibility of miſcarrying the ſecond * 
Time zby. their Meaſures, - His Scheme of Detec- 
50s c. though abſolutely neceſſary to its Succeſs 

A Os: to have been carried on with the 
c EC lutmoſt 


they wers = 


. pays mult have app! = 


% 


ce 65 an e 
3 5 of before it was in any Degree 
_ = WES þ thy ſufficiently convinced, 4s Za Rem Mt. Groſs 
Wt Fe mor, the  Coaſt-Officer ; who heard Mr. Gulliver 
. B Bene relate the Particulatꝭ pf hes - 
with Commiſſioner Grey in 
Dae; as from the Merchants having Re $f i 
gu Part of their Stock of Spirits (which Article © 
ey apprehended was moſt in Danger) before the 
Seizure of Wines was made. There were alſo. ſeveral | 
S ther Circumſtances concurring, which obliged him 
WD. . to this Circumſpection; the Managers had already 
- ſuſpended him from his Employment, and done 
dim ill Offices at the Board of Commiſſioners 3 and 
= as he lived in the Vicinity of Papiſts, who had uk. 
1 ways ſhewn ſevere Treatment to any who preſum- 
cd to make Diſcovery of Frauds committed againſt 
1 5 dhe Crown ; and as he had already ſufficiently ſmart- 
= ed under the Reſentment of thoſe] Popiſh Merc 
E - who had great Influence in the Country; his- Per. 


ſonal Security and Intereſt were too much concern- 
1 ed, not to be firſt provided for, before he proceed- * 
1 = ed further in the Matter. And as on the hearing of 
= the Appeal, which was then lodged by the Com- 
=  -- miſſioners, na new Matter or Evidence, but What 
3 was regularly laid before the Sub-Commiſſioners on 
I the Trial, was to be admitted; it could anfwer no 


P48 


7 way © [2-2 & 2 
3 "ts; 5 
ws 3 
1 v l 


1 good Purpoſe. or Service to the Revenue, to com- 
3 municate his Reaſons, till they could take Place 
t Dil of the Goods on the Appeal; at - 
= Which time he acquainted the Commiſſioners he 
bo. urpoſed to be in Dublin, and then to receive their 

7 nc He went accordingly the third time 
| to wait on the Commiſſioners, and having ſent. in 
_ his PT to. the Board, and a Meſſage . 
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= e ee birm as Bos" „ 
: 9 t other Ceremony conducted to Priſen, Were 8 — 
they confined him all Bail Was perfedted at Bae 1 
1 ch Rewards for public Virtue mult little Men en. _—_— 
pes But to put a ſhew of Equity e war - 
If theſe Proceedings, it was urged, t the . 
Collector was then in Arrear 120 7. of the Produes | = 
| 3 his Years Collection (though Numbers through 
_ out the Kingdom in that Employment, 'who were 
behind in much larger Sums, as the State of che 8 
Hearth- money Accounts demonſtrate, were no ways - : — 
moleſted or called on in that Manner; and 2 © — 
che regular Method of Proceeding,” in caſe of I. = _— 
\ bezzlement and Deficiency in the Caſh'of the Crown  - 
by i its Officers, is to have recourſe immediately to their 1 
Bail.) Though this Diſgrace and Obſtruction were 
thrown as Rubs in his Way, to diſcourage and diſtreſs _ 
. him he ceaſed not, however, to purſue” his Deſigns | 9 3 
and as he was prohibited thereby from og .. 
the Commiſſioners and Surveyor Generals he went = 
in Perſon to the Exciſe Office, N anford, and laid be. 
fore the Sub-Commiſſioners Informations in Form 3 _ 
_ againſt Perſons, who had incurred Penalties by act- . "op 
- ing contrary to the Statutes in fuch Caſes; *and = 
you. Proceſs and Judgment, &c. according"ts . 
deſiring alſo Liberty of Recourſe to e 
Hacks of Record, Go. in the Office of Exciſe. - i, 
. Anſwer to this the Surveyor General, "after a 
Week's Deliberation, told him, that the? Commiſ 
© Goners and he were abſolutely: determined to take 
no Notice of any thing he ſhould offer on behalf of 
the Crown; or to ſuffer him either to inſpect or 
ol Copies of any Regiſtry. How arbitrary this 
Step of the Surveyor General's may be, I mall not 
here adit but only * chat the Intereſt wag 
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Spoil, or 'of adyancing the Vitue of them, as they 
„ is undetermined. But this is certain, 


that a Deſign was formed and entered into b N 


Merchants and the Crew of the Veſſel, of ſinking 
the Ship / in the Paſſage, and deſtroying the Goods; 
which if it had been executed (and were it not for 
- ſome ſarprizing and unexpected Diſcovery it muſt 
have been) tie Recovery of the Fines which are to 


be rated from the Value, would have been i imprac- _ 


ticable; and; all the Expences they had been at, muſt. 


4, He porn: e e Charge on the en Re. s 
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venues. + 

The next t Step of. courſe; to he ies) was 1% 
profecuts for the Value. The Act of Exciſe, in all 
Cafes where Goods are forfeited for being run, inflicts 
a Fine of the Value on the Claimers or Tee 
This is a common tryed Caſe; and that theſe Goods 


1 re; the Claimers, were. ſelf-evident. But 
in orders to the Proof of ſo plain an Axiom, the 
Cominifoners Solicitor, with a numerous Train of 


Attendants and Evidences, and, to compleat the 
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condemned Goods in the Diſtrict, where i 
| ſized), 70 be ſold in Dublin; but whether with x: 
View of the more cafy and ſecurely dividing the 
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not even ſpeak to it. Here was 
Don rwe . to — 
the whole, 
chants now ink and ſneer at theſe baffled 
7 Commiſſioners, with their” ) 


e in the Law ? What have they to dread fam 
the Proweſs and Wiſdom of their Counſels and 
| To when Men of fuch Abi ies are to execut 
It may be afferted, that the Frauds 
uh been carried on with great Succeſs or evenny 
Years paſt and upwards; and if fo, it ma 
ably be demanded, how in ſuch a 
they were not once detected by the een | 
| neral: They, in courſe” of Buſineſs,” are''t6 take 
Stock of the Spirits, and one would imagine u m 
derate Share of Sagacity and Curioſity; if not he 
Courſe of their Duty, e, direct them to examine 
the Reg iſtries in the Sea ports, and collate and ad- _ 
juſt one with the other; but this (it may be TY, +77 

| jected) would be to be wiſer than the Letter of heir 
Inſtructions, and than any that have gone before = 
the ſame Office; a Preſumption, which might verx 
Jjuſtiy be as fatal to them, as it was to the Hearck. _ 
Collector, whoſe principal Crime and Offence ſeem 

to lie in his knowing and doing more for his M.. 
jeſty's Service, than ſome at the Head of the R. © 
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a Letters to the Counties kenny, J. 1 
Carlo, Naas, and Wicklow, great Seſzures 
inevitably have been made in every large | 
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| Town; and. to calculate. only | | 
appear a Month after the in- $2250 
. d Day of Search, viz. fifty Permits |. - -, 
from 70 to 400 Gallons each, 
| them at a Medium to be 180 i | 
o. Gallons, at 58S. | 
1 6 and confiſcated, _ 55 5 8 is 1 boy 
Single Value recoverable "ED the WEE. | 
„ and. treble Value from the Runne 
| is Information againſt. , "= 
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his ſole Information to the Survey. — *(ab6 e. 
fore ſet” forth) was forfeited witlicur the Expenbe 

a Law Suit, is withheld from him (fuck is the Lies ; 

* And W Executions are iſſued in hie Mr. 

ſty's Name a his 8 anch ee 5 
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3 to quit — Kingdo 
ſucceſſive Courts of h 

returned 33 
latter, appears to have been helcꝭ at che partfi 
_ cular Inſtancy "of theſe" as a pom a9 1 


the Managers have (chou u a Frechold) Sault ee 
- bes ſold: for a Ballance of 1161. ee eee | 

ol » though his per 0 des in 

very and Proſecution (excluſive of” the" — —þ | 
| the Information which he is juſtly intitle 4 . 
amounts to more than the Sum he owed the Crom 

he being charged with the whole Produce of thai 
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and then acquainted his Collector and 
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the Owner being a litigious Man, ane 

in no Circumſtances to ſupport à Lawsſuir, 
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ed by them to be. — Arts the p | 
was influenced to renounce” the Seizure: But the 
next Day the eee went down, ſeiz- 
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Which before was. faithfully. and com- 
ted in the Service of the Revenue, 
the oppreſſive wicked Exerciſe of Power and 
en appointed Guardians to the. Ret; - 
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General had taken up with the erroneous Tranſcript- 
Book, ſor an authentic Voucher on the preceding | 
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tis not improbable). 
were acquainted with, 
be Leave, before I con- 
ude, to relate an Incident of another Nature in 
Revenue which lately Was diſcovered in Mun- 
der and tlis I mention with ſome Regret, as ie 
concerns a Gentleman of Integrity, but little- | 
About the time the 
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5 indirect and dark Practices DE in Trade, BE. 
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